Schmallenberg virus, an emerging viral pathogen of cattle and sheep and a potential contaminant of raw materials, is detectable by classical in-vitro adventitious virus assays.
Emerging viruses, as potential contaminants of raw materials used in the manufacture of biologicals represent a challenge in the safety testing of biopharmaceutical products intended for human or veterinary use. Here, we report the challenge of an in vitro adventitious virus platform used in safety testing of biologicals, where a broad panel of detector cell lines was challenged to provide evidence that Schmallenberg virus is detectable by a classical reporting endpoint of cytopathic effect with Vero, BHK-21 and CHO-K1 detector cells, within typical in vitro assay timescales. We conclude that Schmallenberg virus is robustly detectable by classical in vitro viral biosafety assays.